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View to ſome further Discouxszs 
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General Thou ohts, 2 


8 God hath imprinted his 
Authority on Princes, ſo 
he hath alſo delegated and 
committed Part of his Care and 
Providence unto them, that they 
may be inſtrumental in conveying 
the Bleſſings which he intends 
ſhould be the Effects of Governs 
ment. EOS 


The Prerogative of the Crown; 
when exerciſed only under the Eye 
B Sy and 
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and "PRs of the Sovereign, 3 


is altogether form'd for the Bene- 
fit of the Subject, and i is as diffu- 
five of Bleſſings, in inſpiring Man- 
kind with Vigour and Adivity, as 
the Sun is by its Rays of Heat in 
expanding, nouriſhing, and invi- 
gorating the vegetable Creation, J 


But © o_ 5 2 4 Fu great 
Offices, under the Inſpection of 
the Officers of. State, doth not open 
to the View of the Crown every 
| Matter and Act of Importance, 
the wrong Frame of them will be- 
come a Snare to the Subject ; OC= 
caſion a ſervile Dependance; re- 
move all kind of Emulation in ſerv- 


ing the Crown; make it more 
dan- 


"TTY, 


. dangerous to expoſe Faults than to 
commit them; and draw Lines of 
Diſtinction beter the Subjects, 

ſo as to make it impoſſible for a any 
Perſon, however well qualified, to 
attain the Favour of the Prince, 
unleſs he hath ſome Connęctions 


with Men in Power; and it hath 


alſo this further ill Tendeney] that 
when Mankind find themſelves un- 
der thoſe Circumſtances, they are 
apt to miſtake the true Cauſe of 
their Sufferings, and cool in their 
Zeal and Loyalty even to. the 80- 
vereign, 


Theſe are the Effects which will 
naturally ariſe in any Country 
where t the Offices are wrongly con- 


= B 2 Afiituted, 


3 Y 40. 4 
ſtituted; _ indeed in ſuch a Mo- 
narchy as Great Britain, many 
more Evils may ariſe from the ſame 

Cauſe, ſo as to put it in the Power 
of Men of high Rank in Office, to 
act with a kind of Independency in 
the Wingate of State At 
fairs. 


T 1 i Ke. Conſtitution of 
this Government will demonſtrate 
the Truth of. theſe Obſervations, 
as the Rights and Privileges of 
the Subjects confiſt orincipally 3 in 
the Union or Harmony of the three 
| great Powers, which form theState; 
and the Strength and Vigour of the 
Goyernment, depend wholly up- 
en the due Exerciſe of the Regal 

Power, 


8 


Power, 3 again depends not 


only on the due Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice i in the Courts of Law, but 
alſo, in a great "meaſure, upon a 
ſtrict Adherence to the antient 


Rules or Syſtem of the great Of- 


fices, which, by their original Tex- 


ture or Inſtitution, were ſo formed, 
as to bring every Matter of Conſe- 


5 ene to the View of the Crown. 
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But if thro Time, Incidents, 


or Cauſes of a mix'd Nature, the 


Cheques and Reſtraints on thoſe 


who PT efide i in the great Offices are 
looſened or removed, and that Men 


in Power apprehend themſelves to 
be at liberty to diſpenſe with the 


_ of their —— the Name 
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any further Hurt. 


- 6 + 
of the Sovereign may * often pro- | 
ſtituted, in the ſame Manner, and 


from the fame Motives, that Prieſts 


of ſeveral. Denominations proſti- 8 


tute the Name of God; to delude 
Mankind, and draw the Riches and 
Power of a N ation into their own 
Hands. But this can only be ef⸗ 
fected by the Prieſts when the Peo- 


ple are kept in Ignorance, and by 
Stateſmen when a Veil is thrown 
over the Offices. For Impoſture 
and Deceit are] ike the Mole which 
doth a great deal of Miſchief, but 
then it is only while it works un- 
der Cover and in the Dark, for as 
ſoon as it is expos d to Day- -light, 
it is rendered incapable of Young: 
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Th; | W's or lg has 
ed by Kin g Fames and Charles the 
Firſt, viz. That they were account- 
able to none but God, might do 
what they pleaſed, and were free 
from the "on ſo eſtranged and 
turned the Hearts of their Subjects 
againſt them and their Succeflors, 
and gare the People, in general, 
ſuch a Diſtaſte arid Abhorrence to 
the very Name of Prerogative, that 
even, until this Day, many are pre- 

judiced againſt the Name, and 
look upon it as an Engine of Go- 
vernment, from which they rather 
apprehend Danger than hope for 
Protection. However, the Efforts 
that were then made to extend the 
i | Pre- 


. | A 
* . 
\ ; 4 : 
"4 ; 
\ \ 7 


Prerogative beyond the Limits pre- 


ſeribed by the Conſtitution, being 
public and open, put the Subjects 


upon their Guard, and drew them 


into Action, ſo as to defend their 


| Rights and Privileges. But fe- 


cret or concealed Evaſions always. 
have a different Tendency, and 
muſt operate in a different Man- 
ner, eſpecially as Craft invades all 
the Intercourſes of Men, puts on a 


flattering Aſpect, promiſes rich 
Harveſts, and yet blaſts the Corn in 


the Ear, which muſt always be the 


Caſe when Men in Power prefer 
private Intereſt to the Good e the 


Public. 
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* a refumn 3 — the Eng 
gliſd N Monarchy hath been — — 
reckon? d 10 reſemble a ur 
ty united under and directe 
by one ſuperior Intelligence, con- 
curring with all their Powers; and, 
Faculties in one and the ſame Act. 5 
Nevertheleſs, /- the Diſuſe of the. 
Powers inhetent in the Crown, may, 
in time extinguiſh the Notion or 
dea of that Right, and leave thoſe 
who act as Delegates. of the Regal 
Power, at liberty to diſpenſe with 
the due Courſe of Buſineſs, which, 
from the N ature of Things, and f 
the Tendency of evil Habits in the 
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troducing a kind « of Oligarchy in 


than which, nothing can be more 
fatal to the Subject, or more to be 
| dreaded i 15 a mixed. I "WH 
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not be too much valued; yet when ; 
confidered as a Nation, - | "this alone 
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wo this Eight the due Exerciſe of 

of the Subjects, depend principally. 
upon making the Oroum the Cen- 

ter, to which all Matters relation; 
to the Offices cugirrultirentely'itn 
reſort; and that all thoſe who 8 
therein, and have the Direction or 
Superintendency of them, be con- 
ſidered as under an indiſpenſable. 
Neceſlity of acting agreeable to 
Law, Juſtice, and the King's War- 


la which Senſe only the Crown 
can be my tected from Surpriſe, or 
. 2 wy en- 


5 (172) a 

— to reſtrain thoſe in Truſt 

and Office, who if leſt at liberty 
to act without any zular Check 
or certain Controul, havef it in their 
Power (although not at preſent in 
their Inclination) to create a diſtinct 
arm oppoſite Intereſt to that of the 
Crown! and Subject, even ſo far 

as to introduce all thoſe Evils which; 

N natural e of, 5 


LES A 


i Seiz £03 Wi nis 10 Ya dba - 
A late Writer zuſtly obſerves, 

that where Principles are wanting, 

Conſiſteney muſt natur 


wanting, and where there i is no. ' 
Conſiſtency, we muſt not expect 
either Dignity or Importance; on 
the contrary,” * eee of fuch |. 
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om r will be. fluctuating 
e will be abſurd often, and 


which, in tlie End, muſt render 
them as low and contemptible in 
the Eyes of their Neighbours, as} 
ever een been great or emi- 1 
nent. But may not the ſame Ef-. 
an ariſe from different Cauſes, 
may — be enden 


eren ike ab a. Her 
eee 
— —ͤ—ͤ— 10 Whale 
of their public P roceedings; ?, As 
conceivid, they may, from the Ten- 


ee Ms foroibly on thoſe who. 
— 28 


dency of the Offices which often 


* 


—— — 3 
Body influences the Mind ar Fa- 
culties of Men; therefbre if the 
ſuch⸗dweful Efleas, Wees 
oughe we to be in diſtinguiſhing 
between the Man and the Office, 
leſt we are found to ad vpon wrong. 
Principles, and to apply Remedies 
not. foited, to tlie Nature of the 
Diſeaſe; for if the Grievances 
complained of” ariſe prifteipaliy 
from the Alterations which have 
been formerly made, in the Courſe 
of proceeding in the great Offices, 
let who will be employed, they 
muſt either fall in with the Views 
and Paſſions of other Men, or elſe, 

1 5 like 


er) 
like the great Sully, ane te 


reform the Offices. . FJ 


too much elevated minutely to ob- 
Liſe, and the Syſtem-bf the public 
of great uſe to the Public to take 
a View of what was in former 
Times, und what is now, che 
Courſe ef proceeding in tlie great 
Offices; thereby to diſcover how 
they may be made to operate, ſo as to 
have an univerſal or general Effect 
on the whole Frame and Conſti- 
tution 
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tution of the Goverr F this 
Kingdom. E „ TE IT ] rey 48. 1 


vernments 
Efforts, top 


tions and a 1 
ceeding in | 


ſtory,” and the Experience of - all 
ſhew, that under ſuch Cir- 


diſguiſe all Th 
Sy, Dee and 5 are al- — | 
" $0 ways too near us, and that Men 
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their Actions have no proper R. 
| flraint FP! Law. | P. 10 rote 

11 f 18 fac from PA | ers, of 
this, or any future Treatiſe on this 
Subject, to reflect, or in the leaſt 
inſinuate any thi ng to the Prez u- 
dice of Men in Power, or even in 


the moſt diſtant manner, to hint 
that they entertain any Deſign of 


deviating from their Duty to the 


Crown, or to the Public. But 


only to demonſtrate that if it is 
found, on Examination, that the 
Courſe of the Offices have been ſo 
altered as not to bring every Mat- 
ter of Importance to the View of the 
Crown, and that the Suitors of the 
Crown may be barred from all Ac- 

9 | ceſs 
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68 1 8 ) „„ 
ceſs to his Majeſty; under ſuch a 
Situation of Things, the Head 
may, in many Reſpects, be ſepa- 
rated from the Body Politic, which, 
of Conſequence, muſt introduce a 
new Principle into the Conſtitu- 
tion, and this may through Time 
and many Cauſes of a mix d Na- 
ture, operate to the Ruin of this 
Nation, although nothing from 
without any way contribute to- 
vVwards ſuch a fatal Effect: A Storm 
is not always neceſſary to ſink a 
Ship, one treacherous Leak may 
we it in the "Un Calm, 99 6 


It is an eſtabliſhed Malt, that 
whatever Things have Order, the 
fame have Unity of Deſign, Now 


{| . * 


h like manner. the Body i is not 4 | 


Parcel of looſe incoherent Members 


without Connection or Depen- 
dance, but a 8yſtem | of various 
Parts, mutually related and ſub- 


ſervient to each other; ſo the Body 
Politic conſiſts of 8 Parts or 
Powers, which, by mutual Rela- 
tions and proper Subordinations are, 
or ought to be, formed into a re- 
gular Conſtitution. And as Health 
and Sickneſs, Life and Death, de- 
pend on a Circulation of the Blood 
being well or ill eſtabliſhed, ſo 
likewiſe the Strength and Vig our 


of the Body Politic, depend] prin- 


eipally on the regular, free, and 
uninterrupted Girculation of Buſi⸗ 


neſs through the Channels of the 


3 public 
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ceſs to his Majeſty ; under ſuch a 
Situation of Things, the Head 
may, in many Reſpects, be ſepa- 
rated from the Body Politic, which, 
of Conſequence, muſt introduce a 
new Principle into the Conſtitu- 
tion, and this may through Time 
and many Cauſes of a mix d Na- 
ture, operate to the Ruin of this 
Nation, although nothing from 


without any way contribute to- 


wards ſuch a fatal Effect: A Storm 
is not always neceſſary to ſink a 
Ship, one treacherous Leak may 
do it in the nen Calm. N 


It is an eſtäbliſhed 1 that 
whatever Things have Order, the 
fame have Unity of Deſign. Nou 

: : l in 


My 


n like manner the Body i is not d | 


Parcel of looſe incoherent Members 
| without Connection or Depen- 


dance, but a sytem of various 


Parts, mutually related and ſub- 
ſervient to each other; fa the Body 
Politic conſiſts of Joes Parts or 


Powers, which, by mutual Rela- 


tions and proper Subordinations are, 
or ought to be, formed into a re- 
gular Conſtitution. And as Health 
and Sickneſs, Life and Death, de- 
pend on a Circulation of the Blood 
being well or ill eſtabliſhed, ſo 
likewiſe the Strength and Vigour 


of the Body Politic, depend prin- 


eipally on the regular, free, and 
uninterrupted Girculation of Buſi- 
neſs trough the Channels of the 

Ds public 
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public Offices. As it is Unity of 
Deſign, or the uniform Proſecution 
of Buſineſs, by the means of a 
Multiplicity of different Parts, all 
conſpiring together, which enables 
Kingdoms or States to execute De- 
ſigns of Importance; ſo by this 
we can beſt diſcern, how far they 
are able to exert their ys citivet 


” % 


as s Friends, or Enemies. 1481 1 


Therefore as there are now many 
intereſting Affairs depending with 
France, relating to our foreign Set- 
tlements, it may be of great uſe 
to us, to examine into the Con- 
duct and Proceedings of their 
Council or Board of Commerce, 


ſo as to enable us to judge of their 
; Otron wth. 


t Fa} 


Bren oth, Policy, and Connections; 
and in ſeveral other Reſpects it; 
may be of uſe to treat on that Sub- 
ject, before we take a View of our 
own Courſe of Proceeding iO our 


Council, or ren oh, Trade: 


But althoug h th Man 3 — 


hinted at are — great Moment and 


public Concern, yet it may be ne- 
ceſſary, previous to ſuch Enquiry; 
to know the Diſpoſition of the 
Public, ſo as to be informed, how 


far this may be a fit Time to enter 


into a Diſquiſition of this Nature. 


T herefore to collect the Senſe of 
the Public on this Head, it is pro- 


per to mention. the Heads of the 
ſe⸗ 
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een, | 
ſeveral Matters propoſed to be 
treated of in the AU D. 


courſes, vir. 


| 8 on the French Po- 


litics and Government, with re- 
ſpect to their Courſe of proceeding | 
in their great 2 


The Motives which Adused 
LEwISs XIV. to conſtitute a Board 
of Commerce, and the Plan upon 
which the ſaid Board is conſtitu- 
ted; and alſo the Checks and Re- 


ſtraints the Governors and other 


Officers are liable to in the Diſ- 
charge of their reſpective Duties, 
with a general View of their Com 


The 


merce. 


( 23) 


The Deſigns of the French in 

| forming Connections with the In- 
dians, and in extending their Ter- 
ritories in America, with ſome fur- 
ther Obſervations in relation to 
the general Plan of Power which 
they are endeavouring to eſtabliſh, 


And, in the next Place, it is in- 
tended to take a View of the Eng- 
; liſh Colonies in America, with re- 
ſpect to their Settlements and dif- 

ferent Models of Government. 


The Plan, or Syſtem of our 
Council or Board of Trade, as 
conſtituted in 1696; and of ſe- 
veral other Regulations with re- 
6 0 ſpe 


(24) 
ſpect to our Colonies, and to his 
Majeſty's Governors and other Of. 
* on the n there. 


be leech rb hind 3 
made in the ſaid Syſtem or Plan of 
Government; ; and alſo the Abuſes 
which have crept into the Offices 
in America; and, as much depends 
on tlie Secretary of State's manner 
of ſignifying the King's Pleaſure, 
to treat briefly on that g 


\ 


The Ape et of an Au- 
ditor and Receivers of his Ma- 
jeſty's Revenues in the Colonies; 
with ſeveral other Obſervations in 
relation to the Nature and D uty 
of the ſaid Offices ; and from what 

CQ.aauſes 
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nics are not ſo united, "as to form 
fence, when attacked by the Frerch'- 
aud 12 -which Defect can 

fled by the Wiſdom 
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pl | e T8 
The great Importance of our 
Colonies, as it relates to our Trade 
and Navigation. e 
And, laſtly, to offer ſeveral Pro- 
poſals for redreſſing the Grievances 
com OD of in the Courſe of 
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andi our Board .of Trade, and 95 

cer e, 8, felative. to cies, 

it is is conceived, that it 
. neat ule to take. mag x = 
Original Syſtem or Plan, of prop, 
oy ceeding in our other great Boards 3 


at hom, vir. 
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To treat briefly of the Pore, 
| lodged in the Lord Hi igh, 9 - A, 
ſiurer, Deputy- Treaſt were! and Chan- 


ler of che Exchequer: ll do 
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1g take a View of « Py 


ments of ſeveral of the Rane: 
Officers 


1.2. 

Officers of the Exche wer 
the Reign of King H 0 
until the Revolution; namely, of 


the Auditors of the Impreſt, the 


Audi jars of the Exc hequer,. 125 


the King's and Treaſur 
membrancers; and 23 the ig 2 


228189988 e 430! «ty / 5180 


membrangerg ar are a ; Proper an an uſe⸗ 


7: 3 
+ * PE 
4 £918 { 


= 


ful Check v ra n the 1 1 5 
and moſt of the other Officers 
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| longing to the ſaid Cour, LE 

proper to treat fully on that 
Hea cad, . And next to treat da 
of t the preſent Courſe of procee 
in the Treaſury and Exchequer, in 7 
relation to our home and Keeign 
Reyenyes, of \ op Connections 
the faid Treaſ eaſury-Board hath with 
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is Majeſty's Privy mag 
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